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Relative  
Pronoun 

Subject 
(optional modifiers) 

Verb 
(optional complements & modifiers) 

whoever (relative pronoun itself) wants to go to the party 

that  is the best choice 

whichever    

whether she  

why  is closed and locked 

whatever (relative pronoun itself)  

whomever  select to be the winner 

Fill in the missing parts to create noun clauses.  The first one is already complete. 

Add a noun clause in these sentences.  Use the ones above or write new ones.  Circle whether the clause is a 
subject, a complement, or an object of the preposition. 
 

1) The customers could not understand ___________________________________________. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

2) _____________________________________ is what I will do.  

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

3) Her coach is uncertain about  _________________________________________. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

4) __________________________________ deserves the victory. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

5)  No one doubts  _________________________________________. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

6)  They will go to _______________________________________ . 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

7)  Janet will ride with _______________________________________ . 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

8)  _______________________________________ is confusing. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 
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Related AVOID PROBLEMS WITH Activity:  On a blank piece of paper make a T chart with the headings: 
adjective clause and noun clause.  Launch the AVOID activity.   Look at the second question in each set.    

If the underlined clause is an adjective write the WHOLE SENTENCE in the adjective clause column.  
Now, write a sentence with roughly the same meaning that uses a noun clause instead of an 
adjective clause in the opposite column. 
If the underlined clause is a noun write the WHOLE SENTENCE in the noun clause column.  Now, 
write a sentence with roughly the same meaning that uses an adjective clause instead of a noun 
clause in the opposite column. 
 adj clause       noun clause 

We do not the time when he will arrive.  |         When he will arrive is a mystery. 

Circle whether the underlined clause is working as a noun or an adjective. 
 

14) Directions that are unclear make the assignment hard to complete.                 

      noun       adjective 

15) The police will find the person who committed the crime.                

      noun       adjective 

16) Choose the one which you like.                 

      noun       adjective 

17) The voters are unsure about what the president will do.                 

      noun       adjective 

18) Whoever has not returned their textbooks will be prohibited from attending graduation. 

      noun       adjective 

Circle whether the underlined noun clause is working as a subject of the sentence, complement of the verb, or 
object of the preposition. 
 

9) That the directions are unclear makes the assignment hard to complete.                 

      subject       complement         object of the preposition 

10) The police will find whoever committed the crime.                 

      subject       complement         object of the preposition 

11) Choose whichever you like. 

      subject       complement         object of the preposition 

12) What the president will do remains to be seen.                 

      subject       complement         object of the preposition 

13) The police will recover the necklace from whoever stole it.                

      subject       complement         object of the preposition 
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ANSWERS 

Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

Relative  
Pronoun 

Subject 
(optional modifiers) 

Verb 
(optional complements & modifiers) 

whoever (relative pronoun itself) wants to go to the party 

that spinach is the best choice 

whichever  theater is showing Spiderman 

whether she can play in the game 

why the door is closed and locked 

whatever (relative pronoun itself) makes me happy 

whomever the judges select to be the winner 

Answers will vary for the clause, but the job in the sentence is fixed no matter what the clause. 
 

1) The customers could not understand ____why the door is closed and locked_______. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

2) ________Whatever makes me happy________ is what I will do.  

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

3) Her coach is uncertain about  ____whether she can play in the game_____. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

4) Whomever the judges select to be the winner__ deserves the victory. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

5)  No one doubts  ______that spinach is the best choice_____. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

6)  They will go to _____whichever theater is showing Spiderman_______ . 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

7)  Janet will ride with _____whoever wants to go to the party______ . 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

8)  _______How to play the game________ is confusing. 

  subject   complement  object of the preposition 

9) That the directions are unclear makes the assignment hard to complete.  subject  

10) The police will find whoever committed the crime.   complement of will find 

11) Choose whichever you like.   complement  of choose 

12) What the president will do remains to be seen.     subject  

13) The police will recover the necklace from whoever stole it. object of the preposition FROM 

14) Directions that are unclear make the assignment hard to complete.    Adjective modifying DIRECTIONS 

15) The police will find the person who committed the crime.     Adjective modifying PERSON 

16) Choose the one which you like.    Adjective modifying ONE 

17) The voters are unsure about what the president will do.    noun , obj of prep ABOUT 

18) Whoever has not returned their textbooks will be prohibited from attending graduation.    Noun, subject 


