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Fill in a relative clause to create a complex sentence.  Write “S” above the subject and “V” above the verb in 
the dependent clause. Add commas if the clause is unnecessary to identify the noun. 
 
 

1) The professor _who_________________________________ began his lecture with a joke. 
   (use who when it is the subject of the dependent clause) 
 

2) The professor _whom________________________________ began his lecture with a joke. 
   (use whom when it is not the subject of the dependent clause) 
 

3) The professor _whose________________________________ began his lecture with a joke. 

  

4) The store _that_______________________________________ will be open at 11:00 AM. 
   (use that when the dependent clause is necessary to identify the noun) 
 

5) The store _which______________________________________ will be open at 11:00 AM. 
 

6)  The high school marching band played the song _that______________________________. 
   (use that when the dependent clause is necessary to identify the noun) 
 

7)  The high school marching band played a song _which______________________________. 

Fill in a subordinate clause to create a complex sentence.  Use a different subordinate conjunction in each 
sentence.  Write “S” above the subject and “V” above the verb in the dependent clause. Add a comma if the 
clause is at the beginning of the sentence.   
 

8)  The hot air balloon landed in the open field _____________________________________. 

9)  _____________________________________ the ferry to Staten Island will leave on time. 

10) _____________________________________ the bees swarmed around the hive. 

11) All the dogs in the neighborhood bark _________________________________________. 

12) Our teacher is offering an afterschool review session _____________________________. 

13)  ___________________________________ keep practicing. 

Add multiple dependent clauses to create a complex sentence.  Add any needed commas. 
 

 

14) The lion _____________________________ growled ____________________________ 

  _____________________________________________. 

 

15)  _____________________________ our custodian _______________________________ 

 places the chairs  ___________________________________________.  
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Related Find Activity:  On a separate sheet of paper make a three-column chart with the headings: 
adjective clause, adverb clause, and word modified.  Launch the FIND activity.   Play the problem set.  
Analyze each complex sentence in the paragraph to find its dependent clauses.  If the dependent clause is a 
relative clause working as an adjective, write it in the adjective column and record the noun that it modifies 
in the word modified column. If the dependent clause is a subordinate clause working as an adverb, write it 
in the adverb column and record the verb that it modifies in the word modified column. 

The sentence pairs have roughly the same meaning.  Circle the letter of the complex sentence (which contains 
at least one dependent clause) and underline the dependent clause in the sentence. 

 

16)   a. Before the oven was repaired, our cookies were always burnt or raw. 

 b. Before the repair, our oven always over-baked or under-baked the cookies. 

17)   a. The tuxedo that he rented has a blue cummerbund 

 b. He chose to rent the tuxedo with the blue cummerbund. 

18)   a. We all shared a huge ice cream sundae as a treat after the soccer game. 

 b. We all shared a huge ice cream sundae because we won our soccer game. 

19)   a. Sam practiced the piano everyday, so he would be prepared for the competition. 

 b. Sam practiced the piano everyday so that he would be prepared for the competition. 

20)  a. The lifeguard rushed to aid the swimmer sinking in the waves. 

 b. The lifeguard rushed to aid the swimmer who was sinking in the waves. 

21)   a. While the espresso machine hissed and steamed, we waited for our lattes. 

 b. In the shop with the espresso machine hissing and steaming, we waited for our lattes. 

Change the phrase (with a line through it) to a dependent clause and rewrite the complex sentence on the 
line. 
 

22)   Cooking the beef bourguignon, the chef spilled red wine on his starched white coat. 

 _______________________________________________________________________

23)  Despite the accident, the chef got another bottle of wine and continued cooking. 

 _______________________________________________________________________

24)   The chef changed his stained coat before meeting his guests in the restaurant. 

 _______________________________________________________________________

25)  The guests greeted the chef with applause to show their appreciation for the dish. 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWER, COMPLETED SENTENCES WILL VARY 
 

1) The professor _who teaches Calculus______________ began his lecture with a joke. 

2) The professor _,whom my roommate recommended,______________ began his lecture with a joke. 

3) The professor _,whose tie has a coffee stain,______________________ began his lecture with a joke. 

4) The store _that has the best knitting needles__________________ will be open at 11:00 AM. 

5) The store _,which is on Main Street and 6th,________________ will be open at 11:00 AM. 

6)  The high school marching band played the song _that they had just learned___________. 

7)  The high school marching band played a song _which was composed by John Williams_______. 

ANSWER, COMPLETED SENTENCES WILL VARY 
 

8)  The hot air balloon landed in the open field ___after it completed its flight above the valley____. 

9)  ______Even though the snow has begun to fall,___ the ferry to Staten Island will leave on time. 

10) Until the bee keeper sprayed them with smoke,___ the bees swarmed around the hive. 

11) All the dogs in the neighborhood bark ___as soon as they hear the big trash trucks____. 

12) Our teacher is offering an afterschool review session ___because the final exam is in one week_. 

13)  ____Unless you play it perfectly,____ keep practicing. 

ANSWER, COMPLETED SENTENCES WILL VARY 
 

14) The lion __who is nursing her cubs_____ growled ___whenever another animal approached___ 

  _____so that they would know to stay away_____________. 

 

15)   ___While the students are rehearsing,__ our custodian ___,who is bouncing along with the beat,___ 

 places the chairs  ___before the parents arrive for the concert____.  

ANSWERS 

16)   a. Before the oven was repaired, our cookies were always burnt or raw. 

17)   a. The tuxedo that he rented has a blue cummerbund 

18)   b. We all shared a huge ice cream sundae because we won our soccer game. 

19)   b. Sam practiced the piano everyday so that he would be prepared for the competition. 

20)  b. The lifeguard rushed to aid the swimmer who was sinking in the waves. 

21)   a. While the espresso machine hissed and steamed, we waited for our lattes. 

ANSWER, COMPLETED SENTENCES WILL VARY 
 
 

22)   The chef, who is cooking the beef bourguignon, spilled red wine on his starched white coat.  

23)   Although the accident caused a delay, the chef got another bottle of wine and continued cooking.  

24)   The chef changed his stained coat before he met his guests in the restaurant.  

25)   The guests greeted the chef with applause because they appreciated his dish. 


