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Simple Subject 
noun (pronoun) 

Complete Subject 
(add description and identification) 

glove his old baseball glove  

somebody  

kite  

 one of the racquets 

 my cousin, Jerry 

fans  

athlete  

Fill in the missing SUBJECTS to create sentences.  Use the ones above or write new ones. 
 

1) At the beach,  _________________________________________ was flying high in the air. 

2) ____________________________ hung on a hook in the garage next to the garden tools. 

3) On the floor in the backseat of the car is _______________________________________. 

4) When the match was about to begin, __________________________________________ 

coughed loudly and disturbed the players. 

5) Because the game was canceled, ___________________________________ wanted their 

money back. 

6) ____________________________ trained for many months to participate in a marathon. 

Add further description and identification to each simple subject to create complete subjects. 

Rewrite these questions as a statement.  Circle the simple subject in the statement. 
 

7)   Whom will he take to the dance? 

 _______________________________________________________________________

8)   Who will finish the decorations for the dance? 

 _______________________________________________________________________

9)   Do you know who is going to the dance? 

 _______________________________________________________________________

10)   Did she leave before the dance ended? 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
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Related BUILD Activity:  Launch the BUILD activity.   Look at a build exercise, ask students to make their own 
subject build set.  First, students write a new predicate similar to the one in the exercise (possibly take suggestions 
from the class).  Then, students write four to five different subjects that could work with the predicate 
(individually).  Challenge students to add details to their subjects.  Also, students can write the subjects on pieces 
of paper or notecards and place them over the sentence’s subject slot.   Have students share their subjects with 
each other.  Do at least one build set for each placement of the subject (at the beginning, in the middle, or at the 
end of the predicate). 

 

Related FIND Activity:  Launch the FIND activity.   On a separate sheet of paper, have students make a four 
column chart with the following headings: beginning, middle, end, and simple.  Play a paragraph and as each 
subject is revealed make a tally mark in the beginning, middle, or end column based on the placement of the 
subject within the sentence.  Also, record the noun or pronoun that is the simple subject in the fourth column. 

Circle the simple subject.  The complete subject is underlined. 
 

11)  During dinner, my ten-year-old dog, an Irish setter, sat and begged for table scraps. 

12)  One sailor who was sick with the flu infected the entire crew. 

13)  Dripping wet from falling in the lake, our dog, Bowser, began to shake his entire body. 

14)  In the far corner of the reception hall  was the tallest wedding cake that I had ever seen. 

15)  Considering the risk of an avalanche, Jim’s bravery in rescuing the skiers was astounding. 

16)  The two puppies with white paws have already been adopted. 

Write the complete subject on the line and circle the simple subject within it. 
 

17)  Narrow, fast-flowing air currents called jet streams are found in Earth’s atmosphere.

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
18)  The major jet streams which are found above the troposphere flow from west to east.

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
19)  Despite their overall westerly direction, Earth’s jet streams can stop entirely, split into parts, and even  
 blow in the opposite direction. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
20)  After a large volcanic eruption in 1883, weather observers first mapped the pattern of smoke carried 
  around the globe by the jet stream. 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
21)  Over the next fifty years, many scientists using weather balloons and pilots noticing changes in airspeed 
  and direction contributed to our understanding of the Earth’s jet streams. 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
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Simple Subject Complete Subject 

glove his old baseball glove 

somebody somebody in the back row 

kite a green kite shaped like a dragon 

one one of the racquets 

cousin my cousin, Jerry 

fans the team’s fans 

athlete every athlete who reached the finish line 

ANSWER, COMPLETED SENTENCES WILL VARY 
 

1) At the beach, a green kite shaped like a dragon was flying high in the air. 
2) His old baseball glove hung on a hook in the garage next to the garden tools. 
3) On the floor in the backseat of the car is one of the racquets. 
4) When the match was about to begin, my cousin, Jerry, coughed loudly and disturbed the players. 
5) Because the game was canceled, the team’s fans wanted their money back. 
6) Every athlete who reached the finish line trained for many months to participate in the marathon. 

Fill in the missing parts to create SIMPLE sentences. ANSWERS WILL VARY 

ANSWERS               
7) He will take whom to the dance.   Subject = he 

8)   Who will finish the decorations for the dance.  Subject = who 

9)   You do know who is going to the dance.   Subject = you 

10)   She did leave before the dance ended.  Subject = she 

ANSWERS Circle the simple subject.  The complete subject is underlined.  
 

11)  During dinner, my ten-year-old dog, an Irish setter, sat and begged for table scraps. 

12)  One sailor who was sick with the flu infected the entire crew. 

13)  Dripping wet from falling in the lake, our dog, Bowser, began to shake his entire body. 

14)  In the far corner of the reception hall  was the tallest wedding cake that I had ever seen. 

15)  Considering the risk of an avalanche, Jim’s bravery in rescuing the skiers was astounding. 

16)  The two puppies with white paws have already been adopted. 

ANSWERS Write the complete subject on the line and circle the simple subject within it.  
 

17)  Narrow, fast-flowing air currents called jet streams  
 
18) The major jet streams which are found above the troposphere  
 
19)  Earth’s jet streams   
 
20) weather observers  
 
21)  many scientists using weather balloons and pilots noticing changes in airspeed and direction 


