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Fill in the missing parts to create participial phrases.  The first one is done for you. 

present or past participle complements & modifiers (optional) 

spilling her drink on her blouse 

broken   

predicted   

 over the edge of the cliff 

divided  

 the dishes in the sink 

Use participial phrases to describe the underlined noun in these sentences.  Use the ones above or write new 
ones. 
 

1)   My mother cried over her tea set __________________________________________ . 

2)   ________________________________ the storm could delay flights all over the country. 

3)   _______________________________ Saul contemplated the wisdom of a bungee jump. 

4)  The government  _______________________________ will have to reach a compromise. 

5)   After dinner, I noticed my father ____________________________________________. 

6)   ____________________________ Nancy stepped out of the way of the bus just in time. 

7) Add commas if necessary to each of the participial phrases in #s 106. 

Indicate whether the underlined participial phrase is dangling, misplaced, or correct.  If it is dangling or 
misplaced, write a corrected sentence on the line below. 
 

9) Three ladies sat in the corner having tea.     dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

10) He is searching for a report buried under the piles on his desk.      dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

11) Leaving work late, the bus was already gone.                                   dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

12) Damaged in the fire, our contractor cannot repair the roof.             dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

13) Shopping for hours, the boots were impossible to find.                    dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

14) Terrified and bleeding, he cried out for help.              dangling    misplaced     correct 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Indicate whether the underlined word group is a participial (adjective), a gerund (noun), or the main verb in 
the sentence.  
 

15)  Driving on the left side of the road is an adjustment for drivers from England. 

  A.  participial (adjective) B. gerund (noun)              C.  main verb 

16)  The English man is driving on the left side of the road for the first time. 

  A.  participial (adjective) B. gerund (noun)              C.  main verb 

17)  Driving on the left side of the road, he quickly adjusts to his surroundings. 

  A.  participial (adjective) B. gerund (noun)              C.  main verb 

21) Describe each noun with participial phrase modifiers. 

dancers 
(what kind, 
which one, 

whose) 

practicing 
their 

routines 

 

a sweater 
(what kind, 
which one, 

whose) 

ripped in 

the back 

 

 

 

 

 

Related FIND Activity:  Play the PRACTICE FINDING THEM activity and stop after each paragraph is com-
pleted.  For each adjective participial phrase, ask two questions.   
 

What word does the phrase modify?  What question does the phrase answer about that word? 

Write the participial phrase in each sentence on the line.  Underline the noun that it modifies. 
 

18)  Despite many warnings, the chef found the server filling the glasses to the brim. 

  ________________________________________________________________  

19)  Bent over in a graceless bow, the evil old hag greeted the handsome young prince. 

  ________________________________________________________________  

20)  The float leading the parade is sponsored by the Boys and Girls Club. 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers 
 
Missing Parts Table) Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 
  spilling her drink on her blouse 
  broken   in the move to our new house  
  predicted to last a week   
  peering over the edge of the cliff 
  divided on this issue 
  drying the dishes in the sink 

 
1) Answers will vary.  Possible completion: My mother cried over her tea set broken in the move to our new house. 
2) Answers will vary.  Possible completion: Predicted to last a week, the storm could delay flights all over the coun-
try. 
3) Answers will vary.  Possible completion:  Peering over the edge of the cliff, Saul contemplated the wisdom of a 
bungee jump. 
4) Answers will vary.  Possible completion:  The government, divided on the issue, will have to compromise. 
5) Answers will vary.  Possible completion: After dinner, I noticed my father drying the dishes in the sink. 
6) Answers will vary.  Possible completion: Spilling her drink on her blouse, Nancy stepped out of the way of the bus 
just in time. 
 
7)  1 = comma is unnecessary added info, no comma if it further identifies noun  
 2= comma because beginning of sentence 
 3= comma because beginning of sentence 
 4= comma is unnecessary added info, no comma if it further identifies noun  
 5= no comma it must identify what the father is doing 
 6= comma because beginning of sentence 
8) # 2 and 6 must have commas (beginning of the sentence), the rest depend on being necessary or not 
 
9) MISPLACED  Possible correction: Having tea, the ladies sat in the corner. 
10) CORRECT 

11) DANGLING  Possible correction: Leaving work late, Christine missed the bus. 
12) MISPLACED  Possible correction: Our contractor cannot replace the roof damaged in the fire. 
13) DANGLING  Possible correction: Shopping for hours, I could not find the boots. 
14) CORRECT 
 
15) B, gerund, subject of the sentence 
16) C, main verb 
17) A, participial phrase modifying HE 
18) noun = server      phrase = filling the glasses to the brim 
19) noun = hag        phrase = bent over in a graceless bow 
20) noun = float      phrase = leading the parade 
21) Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

a sweater ripped in the back 
  hanging in the closet 
  worn over a collared shirt 
  being dirty 
dancers practicing their routines 
  enjoying a break 
  auditioning for the ballet 
  selected to join the company 


