
theWRITEapp Corporation ©2013-2014| All rights reserved.      Pg. 1 

Noun Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Our Nation’s Most Famous Noun Clauses: Explanatory 
 

In the preamble of The Declaration of Independence, its author Thomas Jefferson states that there are certain self
-evident truths.  Each truth is stated as a noun clause beginning with the relative pronoun that.  The preamble, 
containing the self-evident truths, gives a philosophical defense for American colonists separating from the British 
kingdom.  This philosophical argument is based on the Enlightenment concept of natural  law which challenged 
the concept of the divine right of kings. 
 

To better understand the preamble, define these terms, self-evident, unalienable, natural rights.  Briefly discuss 
the definitions.  What would a king feel about these ideas? 
 

 Self-evident - _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Unalienable - __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Natural rights (modern term for unalienable rights) - __________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Next, find the self-evident truths in the preamble (underline or highlight them).  Note that each truth may have 
derived truths and explanations included in its statement.  Punctuation can help you distinguish between them.    
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it 

is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation 

on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 

Safety and Happiness. 

 

Discuss each truth and how one truth leads to the next truth.  Fill in the steps of Jefferson’s logical argument in 
your own words. 
 
Men are ____________________________________ 

They all share ________________________________ such as __________________________________________ 

People get together to form ___________________________ to protect _________________________________ 

If the government _____________________________________________________________________________ 

           Then the people can ______________________________________________________________________ 

           And set-up a new ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The concept of divine right of kings takes the opposite view. 
The king  is above every man.  The king gets his power directly from God.  He has total authority over his 
people, his nobles, and the church.  Any person who disobeys him is committing a crime and a 
sacrilegious act.  It is therefore the king’s duty to suppress anyone who opposes him. 
 

On the back of this paper.  Use Jefferson’s preamble as a model and write the king’s philosophical defense of 
preventing the colonists from forming their own government.  Hint: The first words in this preamble will be “I hold 
these truths to be self-evident.”  Use the same noun clause structure beginning with the relative pronoun that to 
express the king’s logical argument. 
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Noun Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Noun Clausetry: Narrative 

Clausetry allows students to practice writing a particular dependent clause through poetry.  In these 
short writing pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of noun clauses.  Three 
different forms are suggested below.  For all of them, remember the clause structure. 
 

      noun clause = relative pronoun + subject (possibly the relative pronoun itself) 
        + verb + optional complements and modifiers.   
 

Example One:  Finish a phrase with various noun clauses.  In each line of poetry, the noun clause is the 
object of the preposition at the end of the phrase. 

Write the book about where you were when it happened  
Write the book about whomever you dislike the most  
Write the book about how it changed your life  
Write the book about when you first met her  
Write the book about why it matters 

                                                                 Sonia Remick 

Other Possibilities  

be ready for    be aware of 
pay attention to   seek out 
find the answer to   be in love with 
ask questions about   stand up for 

Example Two:  Finish a phrase with various noun clauses.  In each line of poetry, the noun clause works 
as the complement of a verb.  

I wish I knew whether work or play is more important 
I wish I knew how to make money 
I wish I knew that everything will be all right 
I wish I knew why you never called 

                                         Sonia Remick 

Other Possibilities  

I wonder    who knows 
I can’t understand   the problem is 
I believe 

Example Three:  Use a noun clause as the inspiration for a poem.  Begin each line of poetry with the 
noun clause working as the subject.   Follow the noun clause with a predicate that tells about it.  

How you play the game is more important than winning 
How you play the game defines your character 
How you play the game affects everyone around you 
How you play the game determines the outcome  

                                         Sonia Remick 

Other Possibilities  

Whatever you love the most 
How you treat others 
Whichever path you choose 
Whoever becomes your friend 


