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All Adjectives: Composition Activities 
Categorizing Adjectives: Informative 
 

Over the centuries people who study languages have identified words that modify nouns as adjectives.  The Greek 
term was onoma epitheton (attributive name) which in Latin became nomen adjectivum (noun added).  Whatever you 
call them; English speakers have a passion for adding all kinds of information to nouns.  To make sense of these words 
doing different kings of things to nouns (modifying) , scholars have developed different ways to categorize and think 
about adjectives.  Take a look at some of the different methods for categorizing.  These represent only a few methods 
of categorization.  Other methods use combinations of these terms, and some add other categories that we are 
ignoring like proper and common adjectives.   

 

METHOD OF CATEGORIZATION #1 
Adjective Questions 

Adjectives can be divided into four 
categories based on the types of 
questions that they answer about 
nouns. 
 
What kind?  How Many? 
Which?  Whose? 

METHOD OF CATEGORIZATION #2 
Adjectives and Determiners 

Words that modify nouns can be divided into two large groups. 
 
Determiners—They determine whether the noun is general or 
specific (a or the).  They determine WHICH noun (that, every).  
They specify WHOSE noun it is (my, Sarah’s).  They identify HOW 
MANY of the noun (several, three). 
 
Adjectives– They describe or state WHAT KIND the noun is.  
Qualities such as opinion, size, shape, color, age, material, and 
purpose are given by adjectives. 

METHOD OF CATEGORIZATION #3 
Noun Modifier Types 
Words that modify nouns can be divided into five groups. 
 

Articles—a, an, and the 
 

Determiners—They determine WHICH noun (that, each). 
 

Possessive adjectives— They specify WHOSE noun it is (my, Sarah’s). 
 

Quantifiers—They determine HOW MANY or how much of a noun (several, three). 
 

Adjectives– They describe or state WHAT KIND the noun is.  Qualities such as opinion, size, 
shape, color, age, material, and purpose are given by adjectives. 

Begin by selecting any passage from a literary or expository text (e.g. class novel, class textbook, newspaper article).  
The passage should be around 300 words (this paragraph is approximately 90 words).  It is best if you can write on the 
text by making a copy of it.  If you can write on the text, underline each noun in the text and circle every word/phrase/
clause that modifies it.   If you cannot write on the text, then just write each modifier down on a separate sheet of 
paper. 
 

Next, decide which method of categorization you are going to research(#1, #2, or #3).  Make a chart with one column 
for each group in the method (or use a computer spreadsheet).  For example, method #1 will have four columns.  
Analyze the modifiers that you circled or wrote down.  For each modifier, make a tally mark in the column of its group.  
Total up your tally marks and make some conclusions about your findings.  Was one group much larger than another?  
Does that have to do with the nature of the text?  Analyze one more piece of text from another source.  If working 
with other students, have each student do a different passage of text and compare results.   
 

Finally, write up your findings in a single document including charts with your raw data and one to two paragraphs 
about the conclusions that you drew from gathering and comparing that data. 


