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Prepositional Phrases: Paragraph Activities 

Hidden Places: Narrative 
 

Students will write a single paragraph of a narrative.  Students begin by imagining a character or characters 
who are have just entered a hidden or secret location.  The paragraph will describe three specific aspects of 
the discovery. 

 Describe the space of the hidden location. 
 Describe the contents of the hidden location. 
 Describe what the character(s) are feeling as they examine the location. 

 

Students do not have to introduce the character(s) or explain how they got to this place in the narrative.  
Instead, pretend that the reader is familiar with the character(s) and plot so far.  The character(s) and setting 
may be realistic or fantastic. 
 

The paragraph will include at least ten prepositional phrases.  Students will practice using prepositional 
phrases to describe both verbs and nouns.  Students will use a variety of prepositions. 
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about behind for of past up 

above below from off since upon 

across beside in on through with 

after between in front of on top of to within 

along by inside out of toward without 

around down into outside under  

at during like outside underneath  

before except near over until  

according to in regard to 

because of in spite of 

by way of instead of 

despite in the face of 

even with notwithstanding 

in place of on account of 
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Prepositional Phrases: Paragraph Activities 

Prepositional Phrasetry: Narrative 

Phrasetry allows students to practice writing  a particular phrase through poetry.  In these short writing 
pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of the prepositional phrase.  Four different 
forms are suggested below.  For all of them, remember that prepositional phrases begin with a preposition 
and end with a noun. 
 
Example One:  Use prepositional phrases as adverbs with verbs to tell a story.  Students imagine an a story 
(folktale or fairytale).  Think of four to six verbs that summarize the action of the story.  Combine each verb 
with a prepositional phrase (and optional complement) to tell the abbreviated story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example Two: Use prepositional phrases as adverbs that further qualify adjectives.   Students begin by 
choosing a noun (it might become the title).  Students then list four to six adjectives to describe the noun.  
Finally, students choose one preposition to build the phrases that will qualify each adjective.   This is a great 
poem to practice similes by using the prepositions, like or as. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Example Three and Four: Use prepositional phrases as adjectives to modify a noun.  Students select a noun 
and describe it with prepositional phrases beginning with different prepositions.  In the last example, 
students select one verb and write different adverb prepositional phrases to modify it. 

 

Slide down a rainbow  

Have tea with a leprechaun 

Stare at the gold 

  Humans 
 

Successful despite a failure 

Innocent despite a fault 

Polite despite a remark 

 

Books for a summertime vacation 

Books from the public library 

Books with happy endings 

Books instead of work 

Other Possibilities 

 

Tortoise and the Hare,  

Other Possibilities 

 

Nouns: apple, skateboard, cafeteria,  
cell phone, gecko 
 

Other Possibilities 

 

Nouns: bananas, frogs, 

Birdhouse 
 

Built with a hammer 

Built on top of the bench 

Built out of wood 

Built inside the shed 

Other Possibilities 

 

Verbs: jumped, ran, 


