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Appositive Phrases: Paragraph Activities 
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Explain Long Division with Appositives: Explanatory  
Students will explain the process of long division.  In this step-by-step description, students will use appositives to make 
the explanation clear and concise. 
 

Begin by reviewing the terminology of long division and some possible appositives to use for some of those terms. 
 

         Term  Possible Appositives 
         long division  a process of division in which each step is written out 
         division  an operation to break one number into a specified number of equal parts 
         dividend  the number to be broken up  ...or…  the number under the bracket   
         divisor  the number of parts to create ...or…   the number on the left of the bracket 
         quotient  the size of each equal part  ...or…  the number on the top of the bracket ...or… the answer 
         division bracket a vertical bar and horizontal line ...or... a capital ‘L” tipped clockwise 
         digit  separate numerals that together represent a larger number 
         multiply 
         subtract 
         bring down 
 
 

Next review the process by doing a long division problem, 212 ÷ 10.  Your quotient should be 21.2. 
 

Finally write a paragraph that explains the steps for dividing these two numbers.  Be sure to use at least three 
appositive phrases in the paragraph.  You can write your own appositives or use some from above.  Illustrate the 
paragraph with the long division problem from above.  Be sure to label the parts in the illustration. 
 

Write the draft paragraph below and underline the appositive phrases.  Draw a draft illustration on the back.  Finally, 
create a final draft on a separate sheet of paper that combines the paragraph and illustration. 
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Appositive Phrases: Paragraph Activities 

Appositive Phrasetry: Narrative 

Phrasetry allows students to practice writing  a particular phrase through poetry.  In these short writing 
pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of the appositive phrase.  Three different 
forms are suggested below.  For all of them, remember that appositives are nouns + optional modifiers.   
 
Example One:  Use appositive phrases to rename a person.  Begin each line with the person’s title or name 
and complete each line with an appositive phrase that renames the person.  Remember these are not just 
adjectives about the person; they are nouns (or roles) that are can replace the person.  In this poem, mother 
is a speaker, a cook, a card player, a bookkeeper, and an opera lover.  Adding some adjectives to describe 
the appositive completes the appositive phrase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Two: Use appositive phrases to rename an inanimate object.   Begin each line with an inanimate 
object and complete each line with a appositive to rename it.  Each line should imagine the object in a 
completely different way.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Three: Use appositive phrases to rename abstract concepts.  Begin each line with an abstract 
concept and complete each line with an appositive phrase that renames it. 

My mother a speaker of two languages 
My mother a cook making the best gnocchi 
My mother a card player with high standards 
My mother a bookkeeper balancing to the penny 
My mother an opera lover, except Wagner 
       Sonia Remick 

 

That car an old Ford Mustang with manual transmission 
That car a rusted old bucket fit only for the scrap heap 
That car the first one that I ever owned 
That car a flashy yellow sports car with shiny rims 

                                                    Sonia Remick 

 
Friendship an important skill to learn in school 
Friendship the best remedy for sadness 
Friendship a unique bond between two people 
Friendship a commitment to stay together 
Friendship a gift that you give to each other 
    Sonia Remick 

Other Possibilities 
 

any relative or friend or famous 
person that the poet knows a 
lot about 

Other Possibilities 
 

bicycle,  kite,  shoe, jacket, 
cell phone, notebook 

Other Possibilities 
 

truth  success 
beauty  freedom 
justice  luck 
charity  generosity 
courage  confidence 

 


