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Fill in the missing parts to create prepositional phrases. 

Use an ADJECTIVE (which, what kind) prepositional phrase to modify each underlined noun. Use the ones 
created above or write new ones. 
 

1)  A lizard ______________________________ slithered down the white stucco wall. 

2)  The book ___________________________ was published last year and won many awards. 

3)  Some  ________________________________ were washed away in the heavy rain. 

4)  To find a great opening sentence consult a list of quotes ___________________________. 

5)  The seats  __________________________________ were stained and uncomfortable. 
 

Use an ADVERB (how, when, where, why) prepositional phrase to modify each underlined verb. Use the ones 
created above or write new ones. 
 

6)  My mother always plants the tulip bulbs ____________________________________. 

7)  During the hurricane, our whole family huddled together __________________________. 

8) ___________________________, the eye of the hurricane will be directly over our town . 

9) ___________________________, the museum exhibit will travel to San Antonio. 

10)  The spices were organized ________________________________. 

preposition modifiers (optional) noun 

like   

 from   

  me 

along     

according to     

  a slimy green  

of     

with   

Decide whether the underlined word begins a prepositional phrase or is a stand-alone adverb. 
 

11) The sparrow flew up into the rafters to escape the cat.           preposition    adverb 

12)  A cold winds swept down over the lakes to freeze the city of Chicago.           preposition    adverb 

13) The deer looked up from the watering hole to sniff the air for predators.       preposition    adverb 

14) She left her backpack behind on the bus while they toured the castle.           preposition    adverb 

15) Even though the painting was 500 years old, it had never been exhibited before. 
                   preposition    adverb 
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26) Describe the noun and verb with prepositional phrase modifiers. Keep in mind the questions that 
adjectives (modify nouns) and adverbs (modify verbs) answer. 

is raining 
(why?, how?, 

when?, where?) 

on the dry 
brown 
lawn 

 

the  
banana 
(what kind?, 

which?) 

from my 
father’s 

tree 

 

 

 

 

 

Related FIND Activity:  On a separate piece of paper make a three column chart with the headings: 
preposition, word modified, question answered.  Play the PRACTICE FINDING THEM activity and stop after 
each paragraph is completed.  For each prepositional phrase enter the preposition in the first column, the 
word(s) that it modifies in the second column, and what question is answered about the word in the third 
column. 

Identify whether the underlined prepositional phrase working as an adverb or adjective.  Underline the  
word(s) that is modified by the prepositional phrase. 
 

21) Pandas spend a large part of the day eating bamboo.                    adjective     adverb 

22) Students without a valid excuse will be marked tardy.                     adjective     adverb 

23) Weather balloons are usually filled with inexpensive hydrogen.                        adjective     adverb 

24) Throughout the long ordeal, the lost campers kept their hopes high.               adjective     adverb 

25) Despite her extreme age, Susan could still dance the quickstep.                       adjective     adverb 

Decide whether the underlined word group is a prepositional phrase or an infinitive phrase. 
 

16) The sparrow flew to the highest branch to escape the cat.    prepositional     infinitive  

17) A cold winds swept down over the lakes to freeze the city of Chicago.      prepositional     infinitive   

18) To detect predators, the deer sniffed the air.                                                   prepositional     infinitive   

19) Our travel agent selected the excursion to the walled medieval city.         prepositional     infinitive   

20) The four-year-old panda traveled from San Diego to China to live in the Beijing zoo. 
            prepositional     infinitive   
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Answers 
 
Missing Parts Table) Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

like a green paint drop 
from famous authors 
beside me 
along the white picket fence 
according to the reporter 
with a slimy green tongue 
of the paints 
with Aunt Selma 
 

1) Answers will vary.  The lizard like a green paint drop slithered down the white stucco wall. 
2) Answers will vary.  The book of poems was published last year and won many awards. 
3) Answers will vary.  Some of the paints were washed away in the heavy rain. 
4) Answers will vary.  To find a great opening sentence consult a list of quotes from famous authors. 
5) Answers will vary.  The seats beside me were stained and uncomfortable. 
 
6) Answers will vary.  My mother always plants the tulip bulbs along the white picket fence. 
7) Answers will vary.  During the hurricane, my whole family huddled together in the basement. 
8) Answers will vary.  According to the reporter, the eye of the hurricane will be directly over our town. 
9) Answers will vary.  In January, the museum exhibit will travel to San Antonio. 
10) Answers will vary.  The spices were organized into neat rows. 
  
11) stand-alone adverb—followed by another preposition not modifiers and a noun 
12) preposition—followed modifiers and a noun 
13) stand-alone adverb—followed by another preposition not modifiers and a noun 
14) stand-alone adverb—followed by another preposition not modifiers and a noun 
15) stand-alone adverb— not followed by any other words 
 
16) prepositional—TO + modifiers + noun 
17) infinitive—TO + verb + complements & modifiers  
18) infinitive—TO + verb + complements & modifiers  
19) prepositional—TO + modifiers + noun 
20) prepositional—TO + noun 
 
21) adjective—describing WHICH PART 
22) adjective—describing WHICH STUDENTS 
23 adverb  - describing HOW ARE FILLED 
24) adverb  - describing WHEN KEPT 
25) adverb  - describing HOW COULD DANCE 
 
26) Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

the banana in the gorilla’s hand 
the banana on the floor 
the banana under my foot 
is raining during the baseball game 
is raining following the lightning 
is raining around the country 


