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Participial Phrases: Paragraph Activities 
Dangling and Misplaced Modifier Cartoons:  Explanatory 
Reinforce the concept of  keeping adjectives close to their nouns by drawing two cartoon panels.  In the first 
cartoon panel, a sentence with a dangling or misplaced participial phrase  is represented.  In the second 
panel, the corrected sentence is drawn. 
 

First write a sentence with a dangling or misplaced participial phrase.  Next, write a corrected sentence with 
the participial phrase placed next to a noun that it modifies. 
 

       Dangling example:  Walking along the street, the trees formed a canopy of leaves. 
                          (In this cartoon, the trees will be walking.) 
       Corrected example:  Walking along the street, Kathy gazed up at the canopy of leaves created by the trees. 
                          (In this cartoon, Kathy will be walking.) 
 

Using the example cartoon panels as a guide, students make a practice sketch of their two sentences on the 
back of this piece of paper.  Students can then do a final draft with color if desired.  Advanced students can 
do one set of panels for a dangling participial and another set of panels for a misplaced participial. 

Don’t Let Your Participials Dangle! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking along the street, the trees formed a canopy of leaves. 

Keep Your Participials Close to Your Nouns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking along the street, Kathy gazed up at the canopy of leaves  
created by the trees. 
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Participial Phrases: Paragraph Activities 

Participial Phrasetry: Narrative 

Phrasetry allows students to practice writing  a particular phrase through poetry.  In these short writing 
pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of the participial phrase.  Three different 
forms are suggested below.  For all of them, remember that participials are present or past participle + 
optional complements and modifiers.   
 
Example One:  Use one word participles before the noun.  Imagine a dramatic moment like a child dropping 
his ice cream cone.  Tell the event by stripping it down to four nouns and four participles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Two: Use participial phrases beginning with the past participle (-ed or irregular ending) after the 
noun.  Imagine a still life scene like the vase of old tulips in this example.  Pick four to six things (nouns) in the 
scene to describe with participial phrases.  Advanced poets can add a rhyme scheme  (aabb, or abab). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Three: Use participial phrases beginning with the present participle (-ing) before the noun.  Imagine 
a pair of people or animals having an interaction.   Tell each step of the interaction with participial phrases.   

 
Scorching day 
Frozen ice cream 
Spilled cone 
Crying child 

                                       Sonia Remick 

 
Tulips tucked up tight 
Blooms opened to the light 
Stems bent by the weight 
Petals withered by the advancing date 
                                                       Sonia Remick 

 
Glancing furtively under false eyelashes, she 
Grinning uncertainly with just a hint of teeth, he 
 
Dropping a pencil under the table purposefully, she 
Reaching to retrieve it gallantly, he 
 
Sliding the note secretly, she 
Dialing her number jubilantly, he 
      Sonia Remick 

Other Dramatic Moments 

Sports events 
        Umpire calling a strike 
        Dunking the basketball 
        Crossing the finish line 
First day of school 
Getting an injury 
Opening a present 
 Moving to a new place 

Other Still-life Scenes 
 

flagpole with flags 
school bathroom 
holiday meal 
sports court or field 
desert oasis 

Other Pairs 
 

the dog, the cat 
the fox, the hound 
Jack, Jill 
Cinderella, her stepmother 
the batter, the pitcher 
the bee, the flower 
the brother, the sister 
I, they 


