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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Predicates: 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 

 
 Overview 

 Build  -  verb + complements (optional) + adverbs (optional) 
 Use   -  to answer “what the subject does” or “what the subject is” and “how, where, when, and 

why” 
 Avoid Problems -  do not confuse adjective phrases in the subject with the predicate, know that 

questions can push parts of the predicate to the front of the sentence 
 

 Pacing 
 For students new to the topic - 2 class periods 

1. Video—How To Build (take notes from the last slide) 
2. Video—How to Use (take notes from the last slide) 
3. Video—How to Avoid Problems (take notes from the last slide) 
4. Print out background information for student reference during practice 
5. Practice Game—Build 
6. Practice Game—Sort or Find 
7. Practice Game—Avoid Problems With 
8. Printout Sentence Activities for further classroom practice 
Follow up with optional assessment activities—Quiz, Paragraph Activities, Composition 
Activities 

 For students reviewing the topic 
 Select from videos, practice games, and activities as needed to meet the needs of 

students.  
 

 Standards 
 Produce complete sentences.  L.2.1f      L.3.1i     *L.4.1f 

Videos, Interactive Practice, and Sentence Activities 

 

Overview  -  To reinforce the distinction between subjects 
and predicates, students will write a paragraph in which a noun from the predicate becomes the subject of the next 
sentence.  Students create six sentences in this fashion with a goal of spanning the greatest degree of separation from 
the first subject to the last subject (e.g. subject of the first sentence is butterfly and subject of the last sentence is 
Thomas Jefferson).  All the sentences must give accurate factual information.  
 Evaluation  -  Evaluate that predicates in each sentence are correctly identified and that a noun from 

each predicate becomes the subject of the next sentence, suitable for peer grading 
 
 Pacing  -  1.5 class periods or 1 class and 1 homework** period 
 
 Standards 

 W.6-12.2a Introduce the topic, organize ideas, and include formatting. 
 W6-12.2b Develop topic with relevant information and examples. 
 L.6.3a* Vary sentence patterns. 
 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

Six Degrees of Separation: Informative Paragraph 
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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Predicates: 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 
 

 Overview  -  Students will write a short argument taking a position on the question, “Should Muhammad Ali be 
considered a poet or a promoter?”  Students will use definitions of poetry and promotion as the basis for analyzing 
whether Ali’s sayings are poetry or promotion.  Students will organize their reasoning into an argument and write 
a draft of the argument. 

 
 Pacing -  2 class periods, or 1 class and 2 homework** periods   
 
 Evaluation  - Evaluate the outline of the argument. 
 
 Standards 

 W.6-12.1a Introduce claim.  Organize reasons and evidence logically. 
 W.6-12.1b Support claims with reasoning and evidence.  Use credible sources. Demonstrate 

understanding of topic. 
 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

Muhammad Ali, Poet or Promoter: Argument Composition 

 
 
Here are some units of instruction that include the predicates module to accomplish holistic writing 
objectives. 
 
     Better Predicates 

 Sequence—Predicates, All Adverbs, and Complements. 
 Assessment—Take one of the paragraph activities from these topics and change the requirements so 

that predicate is underlined in every sentence of the paragraph, complements (if any) are circled, 
adverbs (words, phrases, and clauses) are labeled ADV and an arrow is drawn to the word that they 
modify 

 
      Basic sentence structure 

 Sequence—Subjects, Predicates, Simple Sentences 
 Assessment—Take one of the paragraph activities from these topics and extend the requirements to 

include underlining the subject of each sentence once and the predicate twice. 

Units with Predicates 


