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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Simple Sentences : 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 

 
 Overview 

 Build  -  one independent clause + NO dependent clauses 
 Use   -  as declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory 
 Avoid Problems -  fragments, by not adding dependent clauses to the subject or the predicate 
 

 Pacing 
 For students new to the topic - 2 class periods 

1. Video—How To Build (take notes from the last slide) 
2. Video—How to Use (take notes from the last slide) 
3. Video—How to Avoid Problems (take notes from the last slide) 
4. Print out background information for student reference during practice 
5. Practice Game—Build 
6. Practice Game—Sort or Find 
7. Practice Game—Avoid Problems With 
8. Printout Sentence Activities for further classroom practice 
Follow up with optional assessment activities—Quiz, Paragraph Activities, Composition 
Activities 

 For students reviewing the topic 
 Select from videos, practice games, and activities as needed to meet the needs of 

students.  
 

 Standards 
 Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences .      L.2.1f     L.3.1h,    L.4.1a    L.7.1b   L.9-10.2a 
 Vary sentence pattern.      *L.6.3a 
 Combine, expand, and reduce sentences for meaning and style.       L.5.3a 

Videos, Interactive Practice, and Sentence Activities 

 
 Overview  -  Students will write a single paragraph of a narrative in which a character is traveling.  Every 

sentence of the paragraph will be a simple sentence.  Students will practice adding descriptive detail 
through the use of phrases.  Includes a review of phrase types. 

 
 Evaluation  -  Evaluate that only simple sentences with phrases (and no dependent clauses) have been 

used, suitable for peer grading 
 
 Pacing  -  1.5 class periods or 1 class and 1 homework** period 
 
 Standards 

 W.6-12.3a Establish context and organize event sequence. 
 W.6-12.3b Use narrative techniques to develop experiences. 
 L.6.3a* Vary sentence patterns. 
 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

On the Road Again: Narrative Paragraph 
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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Simple Sentences : 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 
 

 Overview  -  Students debate the resolution, "Simple sentences are simple."  Students develop 
arguments with reasoning and evidence to either the affirm or negate the resolution.  A debate is held.  
All students write a summary of the debate.  Includes speaking and listening standards with the debate.  
Includes argument skills even though the composition is a summary. 

 
 Pacing -  3 class periods, or 1 class and 3 homework** periods   
 
 Evaluation  - Evaluate only the rebuttals section of the summary. 
 
 Standards 

 W.6-12.1b Support claims with reasoning and evidence.  Use credible sources. Demonstrate 
understanding of topic. 

 W.6-12.2a Introduce the topic, organize ideas, and include formatting. 
 W6-12.2b Develop topic with relevant information and examples. 
 W.6-12.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
 SL.6-12.3 Evaluate speakers reasoning, evidence, and rhetoric. 
 SL.6-12.4 Present claims and finding logically using pertinent facts. 

Is the Simple Sentence Really Simple? Debate: Informative Composition 

 
 
Here are some units of instruction that include the simple sentence module to  accomplish holistic writing 
objectives. 
 
     Learn about sentence structure 

 Sequence—Independent vs. Dependent Clauses, Simple Sentences, Compound Sentences, and 
Complex Sentences. 

 Assessment—Take one of the paragraph activities from these topics and change the requirements so 
that every sentence of the paragraph has to be a compound-complex sentence. 

 
      Basic sentence structure 

 Sequence—Subjects, Predicates, Simple Sentences 
 Assessment—Take one of the paragraph activities from these topics and extend the requirements to 

include underlining the subject of each sentence once and the predicate twice. 
 
     Phrases Review  

 Sequence—Phrases vs. Clauses, Simple Sentences 
 Assessment—Take one of the composition activities from these topics and extend the requirements 

to require two examples of every phrase type. 

Units with Simple Sentences 


