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Independent vs. Dependent Clauses: Composition Activities 

Definition by Analogy: Argument  
An analogy  is a comparison between two different things in order to highlight points of similarity.   Students 
will demonstrate their understanding of independent and dependent clauses by creating an analogy and 
then supporting that analogy in an argument.  The thesis of this argument will be in the form, “Independent 
and dependent clauses are like _____ and ______.”  The remainder of the argument will provide the 
reasoning that supports the analogy.  Basic arguments should include three reasons (points of similarity 
between the objects) in support of the analogy.  Advanced arguments should also consider a counter-
argument and refute it.  
 

The first task is to create the analogy, the thesis of our argument.  In order to find an analogous pair of 
objects, students must first review the characteristics of independent and dependent clauses.  This is the 
source of the analogy.  Here is a list of characteristics (alternately students can work to deduce these on 
their own). 
 

1. The two clauses are made from the same material (subjects, verbs, complements, modifiers). 
2. Dependent clauses cannot exist on their own as a sentence; they need an independent clause. 
3. Dependent clauses add descriptive detail to independent clauses.  
4. Dependent clauses add information to independent clauses.  
5. Dependent clauses play a single role (a part of speech) within a sentence whereas independent clauses 

play all the roles necessary for a complete sentence. 
6. Dependent clauses can be placed in the front, middle, or end of independent clause. 
7. Dependent clauses begin with special words (subordinate conjunctions and relative pronouns) whereas 

independent clauses can begin with any word. 
 

Next students determine a second pair of objects that share at least three of these characteristics.  This is 
the target of the analogy.  Listed below are some possibilities.  Discuss each possibility and what 
characteristics it shares with the source.  Students select the best target to match the source and the three 
most important similarities. Advanced students can create their own target pair of analogous objects. 

Parents and children  Teachers and students 
Tree and leaves  Pants and pockets 
Sandwich and condiments Television shows and commercials 

 
Before writing the final draft, organize (outline) the jobs that the argument must accomplish.  In order to be 
convincing,  the argument must do the following jobs. 

1. Introduce the argument 
2. State the analogy that you will prove 
3. State three similar characteristics of the source and target  
4. Explain in detail how source and target exhibit each characteristic 
5. Advanced—Present a counterargument (a difference between the source and target) 
6. Complete the argument by pointing out its usefulness in understanding and defining  the source 

 
These jobs do not correspond to paragraphs.  It may take only one paragraph to accomplish numbers 1 and 
2, and three paragraphs to accomplish numbers 3 and 4.  In addition, these jobs can be organized in different 
ways.  Numbers 1 and 2 naturally belong at the beginning, and number 6 naturally belongs at the end, but 
numbers 3-5 can be organized in different ways.  They can be organized by similarity or by source and target.  
In the first case, all the reasoning for the first similarity would be followed by all the reasoning for the second 
similarity and by all the reasoning for the third similarity.  In the second case, all the information about the 
source’s similarities would be followed by all the information about the target’s similarities.  On the back of 
this page write an organization (outline) for the argument.  Finally, write the argument  from the outline. 


